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BLAXHALL- 


Firstly, my apologies, as | fear some of you may be feeling the 
pinch of Autumn by the time you get to read this. Things were a 
bit late coming together, on top of which publication clashed 
with some of our deliverers being away on holiday, but, as they 
say, better late than never! 


Getting down to business, we’ve not received any updates \ 
from the pub recently, so have used that space for an extra 
history page. Hopefully The Ship will return for our next edition. 


Despite the generally mediocre summer, we were lucky for the 
Fete and Festival. The Fete (above and right) attracted a very 
healthy crowd and made some £3600, despite missing a 
couple of regular sideshows. We have Festival details and lots 
more photos inside, together with updates from the church and 
PC, arare pic of our last shop and news of a meeting with SCC 
Highways to discuss our lamentable roads. | 
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Wa (Church News 


Are You a “FRIEND of BLAXHALL CHURCH”? 


With the increasing cost of repairing and maintaining our historic churches, many parishes have 
established a Friends' scheme. Such a scheme can enable a wider group of people to share the 
challenge of ensuring that their parish church building is in a reasonable state to hand over to the 
next generation. 

Many people have a great deal of good will towards their church building, especially in rural 
areas, and although they may not wish to contribute to the religious aspects of the church, they 
may be willing to support part of their heritage. A Friends' Scheme is one way in 
which a parish church can encourage help of this kind from a wider community; 
www.parishresources.org.uk/friends-schemes/ 


Many of you signed up to join our scheme at the fete and festival. And many of you were so 
generous in your sponsorship of the flowers that you qualify automatically! Now we need to make 
acunning plan to maintain the impetus and keep the ball rolling. 


Here, for example is a 
donation given by our local 
author, "Robert Ashton" who 
will be publishing “Where are 
the Fellows who Cut the Hay" 
early next year. On the right 
is anillustration from his book, 
and he has donated a 
framed print for us to auction 
in aid of the "Tower Fund". 


A further step forward is our 
new Tower website which 
has been set up by our Fund 
Raiser extraordinaire, 
Vincent Hunt. This is in its 
inaugural phase and we will 
be populating it ("we" being 
Shane!) with more content 
over the next few weeks.....Watch this soace! 


Finally, a plug for HARVEST FESTIVAL on 10" September! 10am in the church and 12m for lunch in 
the Village Hall. See you there Blaxhallites! 


REMINDER! Don’t forget the Harvest service and lunch on 10 September. Tickets for the lunch 
(at the village hall) are available from Sheila Scopes - Tel. 01728 688178. 
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Parish Council 

One of the constant complaints from villagers is the state of the roads, verges and 
flooding. We have been badgering the County Council to commit to repairs and 
maintenance, only to be met with the old excuse of 'no money available’ but worse still it has 
been impossible to get the Highways dept to come and look at the problems. At last though, 
led by Shane and Jon, we had an online meeting with Suffolk CC highways dept (see page 7 for 
more details of the meeting) We actually got a commitment from the area engineer to come 
out and meet us in the village. Sadly this has been postponed due to the poor fellow being 
injured coming off his bike. We can only speculate that it was due to a poorly maintained 
piece of road. 


Village Hall 
After years missing from the Blaxhall calendar we finally resurrected the Summer Ball. 
| was a little nervous as to whether it 
could be popular once more, but | B& 
needn't have worried. We sold out very ¢ 
quickly and it was amazing to see such 3a 
a good turn out of people determined gas 
to have a good party. The Remoras 
were fantastic bringing not only great 
music, but a truly joyful atmosphere 
with everyone up and dancing the 
night away. Good food was had by alll, 
a great prize draw and avery depleted 
bar! 
Many thanks to all who helped and 
those who supported the event. The 
capacity crowd made it a very 
profitable night, raising not only spirits 
but over £900 for village hall funds. 


Fete 

This years Fete (details elsewhere in Newsletter) was a great success and very well attended 
with plenty of stalls, things to do and fantastic tea's. Huge thanks to the long list of people who 
worked so hard to make it so successful and raising lots of money for the Church and the Village 
Hall. 


Graham 
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We have a great new photo for this edition, courtesy of Anthony Mills down in Essex, whose 
ancestors hailed from Blaxhalll. It is, of course, the elas & post office, just down the road 


from the pub, and was probably taken around 1904. The W. Brinkley proudly announced above 
the door was one William Brinkley, born in Sudbourne in 1833. William spent most of his life 
working as a farm labourer in Sudbourne, but by 1891 had arrived in Blaxhall and risen to farm 
bailiff; a few years after that he had managed to raise enough funds to start the shop. The post 
Sines at that time (below) la ee conn the road and run by John Arthur Gibson, who must 
“ummm have been a busy man indeed, filling the 

id meee roles of postman, postmaster, 
= wee SOOPKEEpPer and shoemaker! When John 
=== died in 1911, (presumably of exhaustion), 

he was replaced by Maurice Shaw, who 
‘came to Blaxhall from the Golden Key in 
i Snape, where he’d been assisting his 
father to run both pub and shop. Maurice 
died in 1940, but his family continued to 
= run the shop until 1960, at which point the 
post office moved to the ‘Brinkley’ 


we Celting back to our main photo, it seems 
= likely that the lady with the baby is 

- — ~~ Willlam’s daughter, Alice Maud, who 
married in 1903 and had her first child the following year. To the left, all in black, must be Jane 
Brinkley, the widow of William, (who had died in 1900). Jane ran the shop herself for a couple of 
years, before handing over to above-mentioned daughter, Alice Maud, and her husband 
Maurice Butcher. By the 1940/50s the shop was being run by Alfred & Ada Brewster, and from 
1960 was approaching a retail monopoly in the main part of the village following the closure of 
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Shaw's emporium round the corner. 
That said, Frank Reeve had by now 
opened his tiny shop opposite The Ship 
(seen here with the Jackson family in 
the garden in the 1950s) and, which | 
can just remember visiting before it 
closed in the late 1970s. Not 
surprisingly, perhaps, the one thing 
that sticks in my mind are the 
cellophane packets of olive green 
plastic soldiers that | came across on 
the back of the door. 


There was also, of course, the grocer & 
draper down at Stone Common, 
which was arguably the biggest shop 
in the village. It willbe remembered by 
everyone who used it for the “Waterloo House” writ large above the door, a name which goes 
back atleast 120 years. The owner in the late 1800s was William Minter of Wickham Market, who for 
many years let it to George Mannall. Minter had at least two other grocer & draper shops - 
including the one he 
called home in Wickham 
Market - and at least one 

of those was also called 
Waterloo House, so it 

y seems reasonable 16 
fs assume that it was William 
¢ Minter who came up with 
~ the name. | had a quick 
@ look at WM's ancestry to 
set see if his father or 
grandfather fought in the 
* namesake battle, but 
came up blank, so if any 
readers can add 
anything, we'd love to 


George Mannall, meanwhile, was replaced around 1920 by Tom 
Gaze, who in turn was replaced by Charles Taylor and his wife 
Katherine just before the war. Their son, Ted, took over with his wife, de 
Caroline in the 1950s and continued until, like Reeve’s little corner 
shop, Waterloo House finally closed in the late 1970s. 


All of which takes us back to the original photo of Brinkley’s shop in = 
the middle of Ship Cottages. Whilst | have vague, early memories of © 
shopping at Waterloo House and Reeve’s, it’s this shop & post office = 
that provides my only real memories of retail therapy in Blaxhall. We | 
left it, on the previous page, in the capable hands of Alfred & Ada ~ | 
Brewster, and there it remained until their daughter Eileen, (now 4 
Dunnett) took up the reins in the 1970s. This was to be the final 
chapter in Blaxhall’s long history of village shops and post offices, 
finally succumbing to the changing world in the 1990s. It was a 
proper village shop, too, when | made couniless visits in the 1980s, 
with rows of big penny sweet containers, holding little fizzy cola 
bottles and chocolate buttons covered with “hundreds & St 
thousands. Those days, sad to say, are almost certainly gone forever. b= 
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visitor numbers On both days and raised g 
almost £4000 for the church. 


Blaxhall Festival = 6 HCot SA 
June seems like a long time ago now, but it was back then, i Now), A a6 : iv 
during one of the summer’s brief sunny spells, that Blaxhall’s Iw ( \ B,. 
2023 Festival took place. This year’s theme of ' Vora: made for iy >| Ay. 
some super displays, attracted eee mm 5 ; SP t {hl 


Snail Invasion? 


This remarkable photo was taken at 
Stone Common back in the spring. 
Thousands of snails emerged from the 
hedge on the field side of the road and 
proceeded to head towards the houses 
opposite. The phenomena extended for 
at least 100m of road and was repeated 
every night for over a week. 


Other than a desire to munch on 
everybody's flowers, the obvious 
question is “what were they up to2”, so if 
you have any ideas please let us know! 
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Roads Meeting 

For as long as anyone canremember, traffic through Blaxhall, and the roads on which it travels, are 
by far the most regularly discussed topics at Blaxhall Parish Council (BPC) meetings. Indeed they are 
also discussed regularly outside of the meetings within the wider village. 


The Parish Council has the will to follow up on any concerns raised by parishioners, but in truth has 
precious little authority and limited funding. However, it can compile the concerns of residents into 
aclearset of points to raise with those who have some of both. 


To that end, an online meeting was held between representatives of BPC and the county council 
(primarily a highways engineer from Suffolk County Council, and County Councillor Paul West, 
responsible for highways). The key agenda points were: 


t Brief overview problems below reported by villagers and discussed by councillors, limited to 
factualinformation about frequency and severity 


- flooding 

-sand deposits 

- bank erosion 

-speeding 

t Road surface deterioration 

t Contribution of new field entrances to flooding and sand deposits 


T Questions for the county council 


- Speed limits 

- Signs 

- Traffic calming measures 

- Enforcement for future new entrances 

- Potential one-off works to mitigate effects of larger vehicles/flooding/deposits etc. 
-Recurring works to keep ditches/gulleys clear 

- Permissions around organising ourown clearance of same 


The meeting concluded with an important next step, to wit, an on-site meeting between BPC and 
the engineer. This was scheduled for the 18th of August, though as (bad) luck would have it, the 
engineer broke his collarbone on the eve of the meeting as a consequence of falling from his 
bicycle. Members of BPC were quick to share their sincere hope that the accident had not been 
caused by sand onthe highway. 


An alternate online meeting was offered, but the consensus among parish councillors is for an in- 
person visit, which will need to wait for orthopaedic recovery. 


Roads and traffic will, without question, be discussed at the September PC meeting, where 
members of the public are always welcome, and where an opportunity is given for issues to be 
raised. 


Blaxhall Play Reading Group - August Update 

The group is going from strength to strength as we head towards the end of our first year. We have 
read plays from Ayckbourn to Shakespeare.....and many in between. Some are fun, others deep 
and quirky, but all give us food for thought, for a bit of discussion during the break, or afterwards. 

We meet in Blaxhall on the last Thursday of the month at 7pm, and aim to be through by 9.30ish. It is 
sometimes hard to be exact as some plays are much longer than others! Also we are limited in 
choice due to numbers in the cast....for instance, even though a play may be really good, it is no 
good to usifit only has two in the cast!! We would have a very bored group round the table! 

For more information contact Maggie at........ magsnordic@gmail.com 
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Parish Councillors 
Graham Bowles 01728 688192 (Chairman) Karen Baker 01728 688200 
Shane Pictor 01728 885215 Ray Herring 01728 746337 
Jonathan Cutting 01728 688003 Mark Oakley 01728 687507 


Joanne Peters 01394 459400 (Parish Clerk) Graham Atkinson 


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor - Tim Wilson 07823 587947 tim.wilson@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 
Suffolk County Councillor - Andrew Reid 07545 423799 andrew.reid@suffolk.gov.uk 
Copies of minutes and agendas can be found at http://blaxhall.onesuffolk.net/parish- 
council/ 


Parish Council meetings are held in the Village Hall at 7.30 and are open to all parishioners, 
the public and press. The 2023 dates are: Wednesday 4th January, Wednesday 8th March, 
Wednesday 3rd May, Wednesday 5th July, Wednesday 6th September and Wednesday Ist 
November. 


Community Transport — “Connecting Communities” 01728 635938 The service booking line 
operates 08.45am to 46m, Mon-Fri. You can book a pick-up with “Katch” bus service by 
using the app, or by phoning 01728 554455. 


Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust — www.blaxhallcommonstrust.org 
For contact details of all trustees ring Mark Oakley 01728 687507 


The Mobile Library comes to Blaxhall, and stops at The Youth Hostel 9.35 - 10am calling 
every 4 weeks on Wednesdays: the remaining 2023 dates are; 20 September, 18 October, 
15 November, 13 December 


Large print, Audio & Childrens' books, also CDs and DVDs are available for a small charge. 
Contact Pete Wells or Helen Hudson on help@suffolklibraries.co.uk, visit the website 
http://suffolkreads.onesuffolk.net/libraries-and-mobiles/or phone 01473 584563 

To put something in the Village Noticeboard, please ring Graham Bowles 01728 688192 
To put something in the Newsletter email to shane@blaxhall.com tel. 01728 688205 


Allotment information contact Sophie Martin on 07724 356916, 
Blaxhall.Allotments@gmail.com 


Tree Warden - Joy Shaw, joyjoyshaw@gmail.com, 01728 688309 


Deadline for next Newsletter - 10° November 
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